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 Minutes of the Annual League Composition Meeting
20 AUGUST 2024


The meeting was held at Cheam Parochial Halls and started at 7.46 pm.
Clive Frostick (President) was in the Chair.

Attendees: -
Nominated Members entitled to vote:
Ashtead: Dan Rosen, Bertie Barlow (proxy for Richard Jones) 
Dorking: Brian Skinner, Peter Lawrence   
Epsom: Michael Wickham, David Flewellen (proxy for Marcus Gosling, Lucy Emery and Alistair Mackenzie) 
Guildford: Mike Gunn, Trevor Jones (proxy for James Toon and Malcolm Twigger-Ross) 
Kingston: Alan Scrimgour 
Richmond: Sampson Low (proxy for Huw Williams)
South Norwood: Ken Chamberlain (proxy for Michael Collins and Simon Lea)
Surbiton: Graham Alcock 
Attendee entitled to a casting vote: Clive Frostick (Chairperson)
Attendees not entitled to vote: Charlie Cook (Kingston) 

Clive Frostick welcomed attendees. Safety advice covering fire exits was provided. 


1. Apologies for absence

Gordon Rennie, Richard Tillett, David Sedgwick, Lucy Emery, Paul Shepherd, Marcus Gosling, Daniel Gliddon, Stephen Moss, Nick Grey and Malcolm Twigger-Ross.

 2.  Change the time control for the Ellery Williams Memorial Trophy to include Fischer timing.

Dan Rosen explained that this item had been brought forward from the AGM. The Ellery Williams is currently a guillotine finish. This proposal would extend the introduction of Fischer timing to the Ellery Williams Memorial Trophy, with parameters to ensure that at least 120 moves are played during the session and a defined procedure to deal with any games still unfinished. The change will stay within the 2 hour time slot so it will continue to be a rapidplay tournament. Details of the proposal are shown in Appendix A.

Trevor Jones questioned whether the increment of 5 seconds per move was at the right level. However, the prevailing view was that it is best. 

Dan Rosen clarified that adjudication can be used for games based on Fischer timing after 1 May.

The proposal was passed unanimously.



3. In the Lauder Trophy clarify the treatment of defaults in calculating a team’s total rating.

This proposal incorporates into the Lauder Trophy the clarification introduced at the last AGM for the Stoneleigh Trophy regarding the treatment of defaults in calculating a team’s total rating. Details are set out in Appendix B.

The proposal was passed unanimously.

4. Acceptance of entries into the Inter-Club Competitions     

Details of the entries into the Inter-Club Competitions had been provided to clubs prior to the meeting. The entries were accepted nem.con.

5. Agreement of the Main League divisional structure and the number of boards per division.

Details of the proposed structure had been provided by Graham Alcock to clubs prior to the meeting. He ran through the proposed structure and clarified why a single or double round had been chosen. All clubs had got what they requested. Board numbers are intended to be the same as last year.

Peter Lawrence mentioned that for the last 10 years the meetings had agreed to reduce the number of boards
by 1 in divisions I, II and III. Both he and Brian Skinner thought it would make sense to permanently apply that reduction to the number of boards in those divisions by way of a rule change at the next AGM. 

Some attendees were in favour of the current flexibility. Graham Alcock said that clubs needed to be aware at the time of the entry what the number of boards would be. Peter Lawrence stated that he thought clubs automatically assume that the 1 board reduction will apply. Clive Frostick stated that the number of boards should be highlighted when sending out the entry form.

Dan Rosen said that a questionnaire could be sent out to clubs to ascertain whether they were in favour of a rule change. Peter Lawrence will send out a circular to clubs in January so that if there is sufficient support there could be a rule change proposal at the next AGM.

6. Allocation of teams into the various divisions of the Main League.

 Details of the proposed structure for the 2024/5 season are shown below.

Surrey Trophy (Double Round – 8 matches)
· Ashtead 1
· Coulsdon 1
· Epsom 1
· Guildford 1
· Kingston 1
Beaumont Cup (Double Round – 8 matches)
· Guildford 2
· Kingston 2
· South Norwood 1
· Surbiton 1
· Wimbledon 1
Ellam Trophy (Single Round – 7 matches)
· Chessington 1
· Coulsdon 2
· Dorking 1
· Epsom 2
· Epsom 3
· Guildford 3
· Richmond
· Surbiton 2
· Wimbledon 2 
Centenary Trophy (Double Round – 8 matches)
· Epsom 4
· Guildford 4
· Kingston 3
· South Norwood 2
· Wallington 1
Minor Trophy (Single Round – 7 matches)
· Ashtead 2
· Chessington 2
· Coulsdon 3
· Dorking 2
· Epsom 5
· Epsom 6
· Kingston 4
· Surbiton 3
Ellery Williams Trophy (Double Round – 6 matches)
· Epsom 
· Richmond
· Wallington
· Wimbledon
Fred Manning Trophy (Single Round – 6 matches)
· Ashtead A
· Ashtead B
· Epsom
· Guildford
· Richmond
· Wimbledon A
· Wimbledon B
Stoneleigh Trophy (Double Round – 6 matches)
· Ashtead 
· Chessington
· Dorking
· Epsom
Alexander Cup – 7 entries
· Coulsdon
· Epsom
· Guildford
· Kingston
· Streatham & Brixton
· Surbiton
· Wimbledon 
Lauder Trophy – 8 entries
· Ashtead
· Chessington
· Coulsdon
· Dorking
· Epsom
· Kingston
· South Norwood
· Wallington
The proposed structure was agreed unanimously.

7. Draw for the Alexander Cup and Lauder Trophy.
Alexander Cup 
Epsom v Surbiton
Streatham v Kingston
Coulsdon v Wimbledon
Guildford   Bye
Lauder Trophy
Coulsdon v Ashtead
Dorking v Chessington
Wallington v Epsom
Kingston v South Norwood

8. Any Other Business
 
1. Alan Scrimgour advised the meeting that 20 August this year was the 95th birthday of Leonard Barden. He has done a lot for chess especially from the organisation aspect and in particular for juniors. Kingston Chess Club have set up a new competition and trophy, the Barden Trophy, to be awarded to the highest scoring junior aged under 15. Among the highlights of his long involvement with chess:
a) He has been the Guardian chess columnist since September 1955 and still continues in that role.
b) He was also the chess columnist for the Evening Standard for the period June 1956 – January 2020.
c) He is the weekly chess columnist for the Financial Times and has been since 1974
d) He tied for first place in the British Chess Championships both in 1954 and 1958.  

Clive Frostick will email Leonard Barden to wish him a happy birthday.

2. Michael Wickham advocated that the SCCA seek to increase the number of clubs playing in their competitions. It was pointed out that approaches have been made to Border League clubs, Woking, Battersea and Streatham to enter teams but the obstacle has been the degree of travelling involved and likely problems with public transport.

3. Should the SCCA celebrate the Open team winning the National County Championships? Clive Frostick will discuss this with team members after an Open team county match.


The meeting closed at 8.40pm.











APPENDIX A
Ellery Williams Memorial Trophy
In Bye Law 3.6 (c), after “In the Ellery Williams Memorial Trophy – ”, substitute:
“one of the following:
· Fischer – all moves in 50 minutes with an additional 5 seconds per move, with any game unfinished at the end of the agreed playing session to be adjudicated;
· Guillotine – all moves in 59 minutes;
All games shall be played using the Fischer method, unless the players agree to use the alternative method.”

APPENDIX B
Lauder Trophy
In the first paragraph of Bye Law 3.8.2, after “defaults”, insert “where the player is unnamed”.
The Bye Law would then read:
3.8.2	In the Lauder Trophy, the [sum of the [ratings]5 of all the players in a team shall not exceed [[10,500]4a]2]1, [any rating below 1200 being treated as equal to 1200, and]6 [the [ratings]5 of …6 defaults [where the player is unnamed]7 being deemed to be the mean of the [ratings]5 of the other players in the team for this purpose.  For each [190]4b points or part thereof by which the sum of a team’s [ratings]5 is in excess of this limit, one half game point shall be deducted from that team’s match score and added to its opponent’s, up to a maximum of the game points actually scored by the offending team in the match.]3
1	Amended on 16 June 2007 at the AGM.
2	Amended on 28 June 2009 at the AGM.
3	Amended on 19 June 2011 at the AGM.
4	Conversion to 4 digit ratings effected on 27 August 2020 at the EGM:	
	4a	840		10,500
	4b	25		190
5	Amended on 23 August 2021 at the ALCM.
6	Amended on 25 June 2023 at the AGM.
7	Proposed on 20 August 2024 at the ALCM.
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