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 Minutes of the Annual League Composition Meeting
2 AUGUST 2023


The meeting was held at Cheam Parochial Halls and started at 7.42 pm.
Clive Frostick (President) was in the Chair.

Attendees: -
Nominated Members entitled to vote:
Ashtead: Dan Rosen, Bertie Barlow, Richard Jones 
Chessington: Murugan Kanagasapay
Dorking: Brian Skinner, Peter Lawrence   
Epsom: Marcus Gosling, Michael Wickham, David Flewellen 
Guildford: Julien Shepley, Trevor Jones, Mike Gunn (proxy for Rory Davies), Peter Hegarty
Kingston: Nick Grey (proxy for Stephen Moss) 
Richmond: Huw Williams (proxy for Sampson Low)
Surbiton: Graham Alcock (proxy for Paul Shepherd, Paul Durrant, David Morant, Angus James)
Wallington Daniel Young
Attendee entitled to a casting vote: Clive Frostick (Chairman)
Attendees not entitled to vote Paul Dupre (Chessington), Rory Davies(Guildford) and Keith Selby(Life Vice President).

1. Apologies for absence

Simon Lea, Paul Shepherd, David Howes, Gordon Rennie, Paul Dunican, Richard Tillett, Martin Smith, Ken Chamberlain and David Sedgwick.

2. Trophy Presentations

The Fred Manning Trophy was presented to Richard Jones  by Clive Frostick.

3. Change the time control for the Stoneleigh Trophy to include Fischer timing. See the Appendix

Dan Rosen explained the proposal would extend the introduction of Fischer timing to the Stoneleigh Trophy, with parameters to ensure that at least 120 moves are played during the session and a defined procedure to deal with any games still unfinished.

The proposal was passed nem.con.  

4. Acceptance of entries into Inter-Club Competitions for 2023/24 season 

Huw Williams stated that last year there were 63 team entries and this year there are 63 team entries. There will be more games played this year and he proposed that clubs will be entered in the competitions as they requested. He reminded the meeting that matches between two teams from the same Club shall be scheduled to take place before any matches by those teams against other Clubs.

Huw observed that there were 9 teams in the Minor Trophy which should make it a very competitive competition. He also stated that he had contacted clubs who have chosen not to enter teams this year.

Clubs were asked to check at the start of the season that any estimated ratings are correct. Once the season has commenced those estimated rating cannot be changed for the entire season unless a K rating is acquired that  is more than 150 points above the estimate. If that were to occur it could affect team eligibility. In answer to a query by Trevor Jones it was confirmed that this change was passed at the 2023 AGM. Different types of rating may apply according to the competition.
The guidance to match captains and players will be updated and reissued before the start of the new season. The current guidance can be viewed on the SCCA website under the administration link. Each captain should be issued with a copy and asked to read it carefully. Trevor Jones stated that is was important that each Guildford captain had a copy as the club also played in the Border League where different rules applied. This would equally apply to any other club whose teams were entered in different Leagues.

5.  Agreement on the number of boards in the Main League per division for 2022/23 season

The following was agreed:
Surrey – 8 boards
Beaumont – 7 boards
Ellam – 6 boards
Centenary – 6 boards
Minor – 6 boards

6. Allocation of teams into the various divisions of the Main League

Surrey Trophy

Coulsdon 1
Guildford 1
Epsom 1
Kingston 1
Wimbledon 1

Beaumont Cup

Ashtead 1
Coulsdon 2
Kingston 2
South Norwood 1
Surbiton 1

(Double Round)

Ellam Trophy

Chessington 1
Dorking 1
Epsom 2
Guildford 2
Richmond
Surbiton 2
Wallington
Wimbledon 2

( Single Round)

Centenary Trophy

Epsom 3
Guildford 3
Guildford 4
Kingston 3
South Norwood 2

(Double Round)

Minor Trophy

Ashtead 2
Chessington 2
Coulsdon 3
Dorking 2
Epsom 4
Epsom 5
Kingston 4
South Norwood 3
Surbiton 3

( Single Round)

Ellery Williams Memorial Trophy

Ashtead
Richmond
Wimbledon

( Double Round)

Stoneleigh Trophy

Ashtead
Dorking
Guildford
Epsom
Chessington

(Double Round)

Fred Manning Trophy

Ashtead 1
Ashtead 2
Epsom 
Richmond
South Norwood
Wimbledon 1
Wimbledon 2

(Single Round)


7.  Draw for the Alexander Cup and Lauder Trophy

Pairings were made as follows:

Alexander Cup:

Round 1 

Coulsdon v Surbiton
Streatham v Kingston
Guildford v Epsom
Bye Wimbledon

Lauder Trophy:

Round 1

Guildford v Epsom

Round 2

Guildford/Epsom v Wallington
Ashtead v Chessington
Coulsdon v Dorking
South Norwood v Kingston

In each case, the first named team is at home.

8. AOB

None

The meeting closed at 8.19pm.


APPENDIX A
Stoneleigh Trophy
In Bye Law 3.6, in the first sentence,
· before “3 hours”, insert “70 minutes in the Stoneleigh Trophy, and”
· after “3 hours”, insert “in all other competitions”.
The revised first sentence of Bye Law 3.6 would read:
3.6	Time Limits and Unfinished Games
All games must be played to a finish or for at least [70 minutes in the Stoneleigh Trophy, and]8 [3 hours]7 [in all other competitions]8. 
7	Amended on 25 June 2023 at the AGM.
8	Proposed on 22 August 2023 at the ALCM.
In Bye Law 3.6 (b), after “In the Stoneleigh Trophy – ”, substitute:
“one of the following:
· Fischer – all moves in 25 minutes with an additional 5 seconds per move, with any game unfinished at the end of the agreed playing session to be adjudicated;
· Guillotine – all moves in 30 minutes;
All games shall be played using the Fischer method, unless the players agree to use the alternative method.”
In Bye Law 3.6 (d), before “alternative method”, for “an” substitute “the”.
This proposal would extend the introduction of Fischer timing to the Stoneleigh Trophy, with parameters to ensure that at least 120 moves are played during the session and a defined procedure to deal with any games still unfinished.
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