JUNIOR ENGLAND TEAM SECTION

English Primary School Chess Association (EPSCA)

England U11 Chess Team

www.epsca.org.uk
The EPSCA England Under 11 Chess Team is especially for players in the under 10 and under 11 age groups. Naturally, you cannot simply turn up and play for England, you have to be selected. You have to show the selectors that you should be part of the team. 

Some chess competitions count towards selection. If you do well in one or two of those and you could be invited to the England trials. There are seven qualifying tournaments you can compete in.

If you have done well enough, the final test is the England trials. Success in those trials means you can join the U11 junior squad. For each match, the England junior chess team is selected from that squad. 
FAQs
What happens at the U11 trials?
The EPSCA U11 team trials are held in April in Liverpool and you must be 9 or 10 on 1st September in the previous year.
The trials involve 6 games, played over Saturday and Sunday. In each game you have to make 30 moves in 45 minutes, followed by a 15 minutes quick play finish. There are no byes, so you have to play every game. 

How many points you need to score in these trials to ensure you are offered a place in the squad will vary each year. It will depend on how many players go to the trials; how many finish with a particular score; the number of places available that year; and how you scored in the qualifying tournaments.

A closed tournament is held alongside the main team trials for those children who qualified for the squad in the previous year as an U10 i.e. aged 9 years old on 1st September 2015.  Attendance at the closed tournament is required for those children to remain part of the U11 squad.

All U11 children in the EPSCA U11 squad automatically become members of the National Chess Junior Squad.

How do I qualify?
There are a number of qualifying chess tournaments. To show that you are good enough to play in the trials, you normally have to compete in one or more of the qualifying chess tournaments, and achieve what is called a full norm. 

· If you achieve a good performance in a qualifying chess tournament, you should be awarded a half norm, and you are part qualified. If you do the same in a second tournament, you become fully qualified and will be invited to the trials. The exact number of points needed for a good performance varies and will be announced during each tournament. It will often mean scoring more points in a competition than you give away.

· If you achieve an excellent performance in just one tournament, you will be awarded a full norm and will be invited to the trials. An excellent performance means finishing first, or in some cases second.

Counties and other associations that play in the EPSCA Inter-Association U11 Team Championship can also nominate their U11 team Board 1 player to play in the trials, if they have not already qualified for the trials. If their Board 1 is already part of the squad or is an U9 and so too young, they can nominate their Board 2 instead.  In the Surrey area there are currently two member associations belonging to EPSCA: Richmond Juniors (for members of Richmond Junior Chess Club www.rjcc.org.uk ) and Wey Valley (which fields an all-Surrey team chosen through various qualification events www.weyvalleychess.org.uk).

The seven qualifying tournaments you can chose from are: 

· English Closed Championships, http://www.epsca.org.uk/teams.html
Nottingham High Junior School, Nottingham NG7 4ED.
U11 only.
· British Rapidplay, www.british-rapidplay.org.uk
Leeds, venue varies.

U11.
· London Junior Chess Championships, www.ljcc.co.uk
University of Westminster, Harrow HA1 3TP.

U12 Major.

· EPSCA Rapidplay, www.epsca.org.uk
Broadgreen International School Liverpool L13 5UQ.

U11 open.

· South of England Chess Championships, www.southofenglandjunior.com
Yateley Manor School, Yateley GU46 7UQ.
U11.
· West of England Junior Open Championships, (see ECF event calendar for entry form)
St. Joseph’s Catholic College, Swindon SN3 3LR.
U12 Major.

· National Junior Squad Championships, www.ncjs.co.uk
Location varies.

U12.
National Chess Junior Squad (NCJS)

If you are aged 11 to 16 and either you didn’t go to the under 11 team trials or you weren’t successful there, you still have plenty of opportunities to qualify for the National Chess Junior Squad. 

Only the best players can be part of the national squad, so you cannot simply turn up and join. You have to show the selectors that you play well enough first. You do that by competing in certain tournaments. Those who do well are invited to join the squad. Once you become a squad member, you can play for the NCJS England team in your age group until you are 16 and, occasionally, there may be opportunities up to age 18. 

FAQs

How do I show the selectors that I’m good enough?
To show that you are good enough to join the squad, you have to achieve what is called a full norm. This will usually mean competing in at least two qualifying tournaments. 

· If you achieve a good performance in one qualifying chess tournament, you should be awarded a half norm, and you are part qualified. If you do the same in a second tournament, you will be awarded a second half norm, and you become fully qualified. Once you are fully qualified you should be invited to join the squad. 

The exact number of points you need for a good performance varies and will be announced during each tournament. It will usually mean scoring more points during the competition than you give away.

· Occasionally, if you achieve an excellent performance in just one tournament, you will be awarded a full norm straight away, and be invited to join the squad. An excellent performance means finishing first, or in some cases second.
Which tournaments count towards selection?
The tournaments that include qualification for the National Chess Junior Squad are:

· British Junior Chess Championships, www.britishchesschampionships.co.uk
Location varies.

Week 1: U11, U13, U16.  Week 2: U12 & U14.

In 2016, it was possible to do well in both weeks and qualify for the squad as each week was classed as a separate tournament.  From 2017 onwards, it is proposed to shorten the British Championships and there will only be U12, U14 and U16 sections which will all take place at the same time.

· British Rapidplay, www.british-rapidplay.org.uk
Leeds, venue varies.

You should enter the adult section appropriate to your grade (not a higher one) i.e. the Major, Intermediate or Minor section

· London Junior Chess Championships, www.ljcc.co.uk
University of Westminster, Harrow HA1 3TP.

Pre-Christmas U14.  Post-Christmas U12 and U16.

It is possible to play both before and after Christmas and qualify for the squad.

· South of England Closed Chess Championships, www.southofenglandjunior.com
Yateley Manor School, Yateley GU46 7UQ.
U12, U14 and U16.  You should play in the section which is appropriate for your age group. Only the closed, invitation only, sections count for the squad.

· West of England Junior Open Championships, (see ECF event calendar for entry form)
St. Joseph’s Catholic College, Swindon SN3 3LR.
U12 Championship, U14, U18 Major.

· National Junior Squad Championships, www.ncjs.co.uk
Location varies.

U12, U14 and U16.

You should play in the section which is appropriate for your age group.

English Youth Grand Prix


" 
http://englishchess.org.uk/Juniors/english-youth-gp/ 


The English Youth Grand Prix is organised by the English Chess Federation (ECF) and is open to all juniors who are ECF members and who would be eligible to represent England in FIDE Youth Championships. There are a total of twenty-four girls’ and boys’ titles available from ages seven to eighteen to be won including £100 each. 

FAQs

Which tournaments count towards the EYGP?
To qualify for an award, a player must participate in a minimum of three tournaments included in the English Youth Grand Prix. 

Standard play sections included in the EYGP for all children
· British Junior Chess Championships, www.britishchesschampionships.co.uk
Location varies from year-to-year.

In 2016: U9; U10; U11, U13, U15; U12, U14 and U16.
From 2017 onwards: U10; U12, U14 and U16.

· Delancey UK Schools Chess Challenge, http://www.delanceyukschoolschesschallenge.com/enter.html
Loughborough Grammar School, Loughborough LE11 2DU.
Terafinal and Challengers (by qualification).

· Junior 4NCL Weekends 1, 2 and 3 (only player’s best result counts), http://www.4ncl.co.uk/jn_entry.htm
Team competition.

· English Closed Championships, http://www.epsca.org.uk/teams.html
Nottingham High Junior School, Nottingham NG7 4ED.
U11 only.

· London Junior Chess Championships, www.ljcc.co.uk
University of Westminster, Harrow HA1 3TP
U10 Major/Minor (by qualification); 
U12 Major/Minor (by qualification); 
U14 Major/Minor; 
U16 and U18/21.

· South of England Chess Championships, www.southofenglandjunior.com
· Yateley Manor School, Yateley GU46 7UQ.
U9, U10, U11, U13 and U15.
Invitation-only closed events U12, U14 and U16.
· Northern Junior Chess Championship, (see ECF event calendar for entry form)
Cheadle Hulme School, Cheadle Hulme SK8 8EF
U9, U11, U12, U14, U16 and U18.
· West of England Junior Open Championships, (see ECF event calendar for entry form)
St. Joseph’s Catholic College, Swindon SN3 3LR.
U9, U10, U12 Championship/Challengers, U14 and U18 Major/Minor.

· National Chess Junior Squad Championships, www.ncjs.co.uk
Location varies.

U10, U12, U14 and U16.

Rapid play sections included in the EYGP for 7-8 years old only
· British Junior Chess Championships, www.britishchesschampionships.co.uk
Location varies from year-to-year.
U8.

· ECF North West Girls’ Rapidplay Championships, (see ECF event calendar for entry form)
Arnside Educational Institute, Arnside LA5 0DF
U8
· British Rapidplay Chess Championships, www.british-rapidplay.org.uk
Temple Moor High School, Leeds LS15 0PT
England U11 Trial Qualifier; 
Junior British Rapidplay U16; 
· London Junior Chess Championships, www.ljcc.co.uk
University of Westminster, Harrow HA1 3TP
U8 (by qualification).

· South of England Chess Championships, www.southofenglandjunior.com
Yateley Manor School, Yateley GU46 7UQ.
U7 and U8.

· Northern Junior Chess Championship, (see ECF event calendar for entry form)
Cheadle Hulme School, Cheadle Hulme SK8 8EF
U7 and U8.
· West of England Junior Open Championships, (see ECF event calendar for entry form)
St. Joseph’s Catholic College, Swindon SN3 3LR.
U8.

Please refer to the EYGP website for the list of qualifying tournaments as they do change slightly each year with more events being added.

Champions who meet the requirements in the Junior Selection Policy and who have completed the online Expression of Interest Form by the relevant closing date will be invited to one Major Championship, either the European Youth or the World Cadets/Youth Chess Championship.
If you have any questions, please contact the Controllers of the English Youth Grand Prix.

English Chess Federation (ECF) Junior Selection Policy 

englishchess.org.uk/Juniors/play-for-england/junior-selection-policy
The ECF website has a junior section which has details of the Junior Selection Policy which is issued each year by the Director of Junior Chess under Play for England along with details of up and coming international events. http://englishchess.org.uk/Juniors/
The policy categorises events in two ways:

Major Championships where juniors will need to demonstrate exceptional ability based on grade, rating and/or performance; and

Developmental Championships which are an ideal introduction into and development within the international arena.
If you meet the criteria specified in the policy, you will need to express your interest in one or more of the events by clicking on the link on the Junior Selection Policy webpage and submitting your details.

FAQs

Who pays for these international events?

The ECF is unable to cover the costs of sending all the England junior players to play in international events and encourage parents to pursue donations, grants and individual sponsorship to meet the costs of an international event as the parents are liable to meet the costs.
However, the ECF does have a Junior Directorate Bursary Fund englishchess.org.uk/Juniors/contact-support/junior-donations which is able to make one-off grants to families who are in genuine need of financial assistance to pay the costs quoted by the ECF in order to participate in a “major” international junior event to which the ECF is sending players. Reasons for applications may include unemployment, illness, an unforeseen deterioration in their financial circumstances or something else. Families will be means tested.
