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Minutes of the League Composition Meeting 23 August 2016
Venue: Cheam Parochial Rooms, 42 The Broadway, Cheam

Start time 7.47 pm

Chairman: Mike Gunn

Present (with voting rights)

Dan Rosen, Bertie Barlow (with proxy for Robert Jurjevic and Phil Brooks) Ashtead

Daniel Young Castles and Wallington
David Hodgson Crystal Palace

Peter Lawrence, Brian Skinner Dorking
Trevor Jones, Mike Adams, Julian Shepley Guildford

John Foley, Nick Grey Kingston
Roger Barnett Redhill

Ken Chamberlain South Norwood

Paul Durrant, Paul Shepherd Surbiton
Derek Coleman, Wallington 

Russell Granat, Paul Barasi Wimbledon
Attendee entitled to a casting vote: Mike Gunn (Chairman)
Attendees not entitled to vote: Nigel White, David Sedgwick 
Apologies for Absence: Neil Cooper, Richard Tillett, Angus French, Martin Cath and Richard Thursby

Acceptance of entries into the Inter-Club Competitions
The only proposed changes to the League Structure are that Division 2 (Beaumont Cup) be reinstated as the second tier of competition. The third tier of the competition will be Division 3 (Ellam Trophy).  There will be zero teams in Division 4 (Centenary Trophy) and Division 5 will continue to be the Minor Trophy.
Bye Law 3.3.1.1 specifies that the number of players for each match in division II is 8 and in division III is 7. Bye Law 3.3.1.2 specifies that the number of players in each team may be reduced by one if the Annual League Composition Meeting so decides.
Nigel White proposed that the number players in each match in the Beaumont Cup be reduced from 8 to 7. The proposal was seconded by Nick Grey and passed with 2 abstentions and no votes against.
Nigel White proposed that the number of players in each match in the Ellam Trophy be reduced from 7 to 6. The proposal was seconded by Paul Shepherd and passed nem.con.

Paul Barasi said that the above procedure should be included in the agenda for future meetings.

Guildford Chess Club has made their team entries provisional. They will decide at their Annual General Meeting on 12 September whether they will refuse to enter a team in any competition in which CCF also enter a team. Should this proposal be passed then Guildford will withdraw their team entries from division II and the Alexander Cup. Mike Adams referred to his presentation at the SCCA AGM and explained the rationale behind the proposal.
Dan Rosen opposed the meeting accepting provisional entries. He outlined several reasons why in principle it was wrong and the practical difficulties that would arise. If Guildford is allowed to make their entries provisional then the following possibilities arise.

1. There will be no change if the proposal is not supported at Guildford’s 

    AGM.

2. They will withdraw from division II and the Alexander Cup after the fixtures 

    have been made including the Cup draw,
3. They may enter teams in those competitions but refuse to play CCF and 

    thereby default.

Mike Adams clarified that his proposal to the Guildford AGM is that Guildford would not default. He suggests they would either enter a team and play CCF or withdraw their entry from the relevant competitions. He said that the proposal arose from a club planning meeting in July attended by 12 players which was probably as many as will attend the AGM.

Paul Shepherd repeated the rationale and action that the Board were taking in respect of CCF as explained at the AGM. Normally he would not support provisional entries but this was an exceptional situation hence he supported Guildford making their entries provisional.
In answer to a question concerning CCF in respect of safety and protection issues, Mike Gunn advised that the meeting with the police, mentioned at the AGM, had not yet taken place. He has written to them for the second time earlier in the day in order to try and progress the matter.

Paul Durrant said that he supported Guildford’s provisional entry but also emphasised that a club should not be penalised by the actions of one individual.

Peter Lawrence stated that Guildford should have held an EGM before the League Composition Meeting so they could make a firm decision without the need for a provisional entry. There was time to do so. Mike Adams disagreed.

Nigel White proposed that the meeting should accept all entries from clubs whether provisional or otherwise. The proposal was seconded by Paul Barasi.
Trevor Jones has no strong views on the matter but was happy to play county matches at CCF.

David Sedgwick felt that if we allowed CCF to enter teams in our competitions then Guildford should not be allowed to make their entries provisional.

David Hodgson stated that a club should not be penalised for the actions of one of their members.

A number of alternative ideas were discussed to amend the proposal but these were all rejected. 
John Foley pointed out that any scheduling delays with the fixtures could adversely impact on other leagues that are waiting for Surrey such as Thames Valley.

The proposal was carried by 10 votes for and 7 against. 

Peter Lawrence drew attention to the fact that the fixtures will be drawn up before the Guildford AGM. If they withdrew from division II then there may be some unevenness in the home and away fixtures for the remaining clubs. Some may have 4 home games and 2 away or vice versa.
Mike Adams then expressed the view that, should Guildford subsequently withdraw their teams from the Alexander Cup and Beaumont Cup, their entry fees should be waived due to the exceptional circumstances. This was rejected by the SCCA Board and received no support from any others at the meeting   
The entries were agreed as shown below.
Surrey Trophy

Ashtead 1

Beckenham

Guildford 1

Redhill 1

Streatham

Surbiton 1

Surbiton 2

Wimbledon 1

Wimbledon 2

Single round
Beaumont Cup

CCF 1

CCF2

Crystal Palace 1

Dorking 1

Guildford 2

Kingston 1

South Norwood 1

Wimbledon 3

Single round

Ellam Trophy
Ashtead 2
Crystal Palace 2

Guildford 3

Kingston 2

South Norwood 2

Wallington

Wimbledon 4

Wimbledon 5

Single round

Centenary Trophy
Zero entries

Minor Trophy
Ashtead 3

Crystal Palace 3

Redhill 2
Dorking 2

South Norwood 3

Surbiton 3

Wimbledon 6

Wimbledon 7

Single round
Fred Manning

Ashtead

Dorking

South Norwood

Crystal Palace

Surbiton

Double Round

Ellery Williams
South Norwood

Guildford

Double round

Stoneleigh
Dorking

Guildford

South Norwood

Double Round

Alexander Cup

Castles
Kingston

Wimbledon

CCF

Redhill

Guildford

Surbiton

Lauder Trophy

Dorking
Guildford

South Norwood

Castles

Streatham

Ashtead

Crystal Palace
Kingston

Redhill

Draw for the Alexander Cup and Lauder Trophy

Alexander Cup
Guildford 
v
Castles

Wimbledon   v
Surbiton

CCF              v
Redhill

Kingston  Bye 
Lauder Trophy
Streatham

v
Castles

The winner plays South Norwood
Guildford
v
Kingston
Dorking
v
Redhill
Ashtead
v
Crystal Palace


Any Other Business

None 
The meeting closed at 8.48 pm.

