Surrey Junior U18 Report 2015/16

Christine Golding

The SCCU U18/U14 Jamboree was hosted this year by Kent at Gravesend Grammar School on 13th March 2016. Surrey entered two teams, one in each of the U18 Open and Minor sections. A total of 12 players should have taken part, however we were let down by two players in the U18 Minor team on the day. After some very hard fought games and tough opposition, our Surrey juniors did well to finish second in the Open section and fourth in the Minor section. Christine Golding managed the teams on the day.

U18 Open results

Sussex 
10 points
1st

Surrey 
  9 points
2nd

Kent

  8 points
3rd

Surrey U18 team – Koby Kalavannan, Alex Golding, Hajane Anbukumar, James Golding, Anshu Ramaiya and Darshan Kumaresan.

U18 Minor results

Sussex
11.0 points
1st

Kent

10.5 points
2nd

Richmond
  7.5 points
3rd

Surrey
  7.0 points
4th

Surrey U18 team – Arushi Ramaiya, William Golding, Daniel Read and Billy Jordan. 

(2 players defaulted on the day.)

Surrey has entered three teams for the ECF U18/U13 County Championships this year when the event is being hosted by Sussex at Brighton College on 26th June 2016. Surrey will have one U18 Open team (12 players) and two U18 Minor teams (2 teams of 6 players). There were insufficient numbers to enter both U18 and U13 teams so the junior managers had to amalgamate the players into the U18 sections. Christine Golding and Brigitte King will be managing the Surrey teams on the day.

Surrey U14/U130 team

This season we had the welcome addition of a Richmond team while Middlesex withdrew their team from the league.  Surrey got off to a good start winning their first match against Richmond but unfortunately lost all the rest and so did not qualify for the final.  Our thanks go to Brigitte King for managing the team and the twenty seven juniors that played during the season. (Brigitte found it harder this year to find players for the team than in previous years.) 

28/11/15 
Richmond 8.5 v Surrey 15.5

23/1/16
Kent 14 v Surrey 10 

6/2/16

Essex 15.5 v Surrey 8.5

27/2/16
Sussex 14.5 v Surrey 9.5

Top Surrey juniors

A number of our top Surrey county players have or will be representing England at European and World Chess Championships:

World Youth Chess Championships held in Halkidiki, Greece.

24th October – 6th November 2015.

Nilomi Desai, Alex Golding, Akshaya Kalaiyalahan, Koby Kalavannan and Lauren Weaver.

European Schools Chess Championships being held in Kassandra, Greece.

16th – 26th June 2016

Nilomi Desai, Elizabeth Johnson, Anshu Ramaiya and Arushi Ramaiya.

European Youth Chess Championships being held in Prague, Czech Republic

17th – 28th August 2016

Nilomi Desai, Alex Golding, James Golding, Koby Kalavannan, Arushi Ramaiya, Victoria Sit and Lauren Weaver.

Congratulations to Akshaya Kalaiyalahan

who has now qualified for an FM Title.

Briant Poulter School’s Chess League 2015-16

The Briant Poulter secondary schools chess league in Surrey is by far the largest such league in England. Indeed many secondary school chess leagues have ceased to run - for instance, there is no secondary school league in Kent, Middlesex, Berkshire or Essex. With over 200 players it provides a large number of teenagers in Surrey the opportunity to play in chess teams. Whilst some of the players are members of SCCA Chess Clubs many just play chess for their school.

As is now traditional the season started with the Russell Jamboree held in 2015 at RGS Guildford on September 11th.  It was won by Hampton A with 13½ points (out of 16) just beating the hosts RGS Guildford by ½ point. The Major section was won by Sutton GS with 12/16 with Wilson’s B second with 11. 

In the five divisions of the league twelve schools from all parts of Surrey took part with players ranging from some of the best young players in the country to those who have only recently learnt to play chess. Matches are played on Friday evenings between teams of 6 players, with sessions being 2 or 2½ hours long. This is only possibly because of the dedication of teachers giving up their time on Friday evenings to manage their teams. By running leagues based on playing strength rather than age (all teams are Under 19) matches are between teams of similar ability and the majority of fixtures are quite close. League matches started at the end of September and were all complete by Easter.

This year the league was won by Hampton School with a perfect 8 wins in 8 games and an impressive total of 40.5 game points (out of a maximum of 48). Last year’s champions RGS Guildford were second, winning all their fixtures except for those against Hampton.   

	2014/15
	Briant Poulter 1
	Played
	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	Points
	Games

	1
	Hampton
	8
	8
	0
	0
	16
	40½

	2
	Guildford RGS
	8
	6
	0
	2
	12
	32½

	3
	Wilson's
	8
	4
	0
	4
	8
	25½

	4
	Wimbledon KCS
	8
	1
	1
	6
	3
	16

	5
	Whitgift
	8
	0
	1
	7
	1
	5½


The second division was close throughout the season. Kings College Wimbledon Junior School winning ahead of Wilson’s 2, who just pipped Sutton GS to second place by ½ game point. This division featured many close matches, of the 30 fixtures 26 involved both teams scoring at least 2 points, of which seven were 3 – 3 draws.

	2014/15
	Briant Poulter 2
	Played
	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	Points
	Games

	1
	Wimbledon KCS J
	10
	6
	2
	2
	14
	34

	2
	Wilson's 2
	10
	5
	2
	3
	12
	31½

	3
	Sutton
	10
	5
	2
	3
	12
	31

	4
	Guildford RGS 2
	10
	5
	1
	4
	11
	33

	5
	Trinity
	10
	1
	4
	5
	6
	26½

	6
	Reigate GS
	10
	1
	3
	6
	5
	24


Division 3 was won by Hampton 2nd team who suffered a single loss, to second place Wilson’s 3. 

	2014/15
	Briant Poulter 3
	Played
	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	Points
	Games

	1
	Hampton 2
	8
	7
	0
	1
	14
	32½

	2
	Wilson's 3
	8
	4
	2
	2
	10
	29½

	3
	Sutton 2
	8
	4
	0
	4
	8
	21½

	4
	Reigate GS 2
	8
	2
	1
	5
	5
	21½

	5
	Kingston
	8
	1
	1
	6
	3
	15


Division 4 continues to benefit from the format of two rapid play games (30 minutes each on the clock). This resulted in more interesting games for the team, and was particularly beneficial when the match was played concurrently with a higher division match. Wilson’s 4 started by losing to KCS Wimbledon 2 but winning all their subsequent matches meant that they did win the league with KCS 2 second.

	2014/15
	Briant Poulter 4
	Played
	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	Points
	Games

	1
	Wilson's 4
	10
	9
	0
	1
	18
	94

	2
	Wimbledon KCS 2
	10
	8
	0
	2
	16
	85

	3
	Hampton 3
	10
	5
	0
	5
	10
	67

	4
	Whitgift 2
	10
	5
	0
	5
	10
	35½

	5
	Reigate GS 3
	10
	3
	0
	7
	6
	38½

	6
	Trinity 2
	10
	0
	0
	10
	0
	34


Like Division 4, Division 5 also is of matches with comprises two rapidplay game. Up to Christmas Division 5 was dominated by Sutton 3 but a couple of losses almost allowed Wilson’s 5 to overtake them. This division featured many close matches with eight being 7 – 5 or closer. 

	2014/15
	Briant Poulter 5
	Played
	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	Points
	Games

	1
	Sutton 3
	10
	8
	0
	2
	16
	80½

	2
	Wilson's 5
	10
	8
	0
	2
	16
	77½

	3
	Emanuel
	10
	5
	1
	4
	11
	66

	4
	George Abbot
	10
	4
	1
	5
	9
	55½

	5
	Guildford RGS 3
	10
	3
	0
	7
	6
	53

	6
	Hampton 4
	10
	1
	0
	9
	2
	27½


Promotions and relegations are made on the basis of the league results, but also on agreement between the schools dependent on how many good players are moving on to higher education or other schools. We are also pleased to welcome Southborough School into the league for next season. 

The allocation of teams to Divisions for 2016 - 17 is as follows:

Division 1, Guildford RGS, Hampton, Sutton GS, Whitgift, Wilson's, KCS Wimbledon

Division 2, Guildford RGS 2, Hampton 2, KCS Wimbledon Juniors, Reigate GS, Trinity, Wilson's 2

Division 3, Kingston, Reigate 2, Southborough, Sutton 2, Wilson's 3, KCS Wimbledon 2

Division 4, Guildford RGS 3, Hampton 3, Sutton 3, Whitgift 2, Wilson's 4

Division 5, Emanuel, George Abbott, Reigate GS 3, Southborough 2, Trinity 2, Wilson's 5

We would like to thank Brian Skinner for regularly updating the Briant Poulter results on the SCCA website.

Neill Cooper, Wilson’s School

