Surrey County Chess Association


SCCA AGM 2016 – Report by Deputy President

A key function of Deputy Presidents (and Presidents) is to ensure that the Board has a strategic direction and is following it. One of the most important strategic issues facing chess clubs all over the country, including those clubs affiliated to the SCCA, is the issue of demographics. I am leading the SCCA Demographics initiative and that is reported on later in the AGM under a separate agenda item.

On a related theme I should like to share some of my thoughts during this last year arising through various discussions. Chess clubs, aside from being places where players can pursue the hobby they enjoy, are sources of social interaction, friends and companionship. The clubs, therefore, perform an important role for their participants. The people who administer chess clubs are virtually all volunteers and some give substantial amounts of their time to run their club. Chess players are, in general, a pretty detail orientated lot. An observation I would make is that, in some cases, that attention to detail tends to err towards the side of pointing out fault and much less on the side of giving praise or thanks. Perhaps it is something to do with the eternal quest to play the perfect chess game when any error is abhorrent?

The question that arises, and that I put to all chess players is: "When was the last time you thanked the people who run your club?"  

I recognise that this report is distributed and read, primarily, by volunteer organisers. I would encourage you to share this report with your wider club membership.

Paul Shepherd – SCCA Deputy President

8 June 2016

SCCA AGM 2016 – Report by Delegate to SCCU Executive 

When I became Deputy President last year I recognised that the role has an ambassadorial element to it and so I volunteered to be the SCCA Delegate on the SCCU Executive. I have attended just one meeting so far.

A specific item that I am taking to the SCCU Council AGM on 25th June is a proposal to modify the SCCU County Match Rules to give better definition of what notice county captains should give if they wish to change match dates. The proposal also deals with what type of events constitute "Force Majeure", which would justify a waiver of such a notice period. The proposal is consistent with the provisions already embedded in the SCCA Bye-Laws for its clubs. I would like to express my thanks to Daniel Gliddon, who raised this issue with the Board in the context of one of the matches he captained this season. 

I would like to offer my congratulations to all of the Surrey County captains who managed to steer five out of six of our teams successfully through their SCCU competitions to qualify for the ECF National Stages. Absolutely outstanding!

Paul Shepherd – SCCA Delegate to SCCU Executive

8 June 2016

SCCA AGM 2016 – Report by Chair of Chess Disputes Committee (“CDC”)

I am delighted to report that no appeals were received during the 2015-16 season. We are now dispute free for the last three years. I recognise that this does not happen by accident and that this reflects well on our club team captains and players, as well as the steady guidance of the ICTD, which was so ably provided by a combination of David Howes, Brian Skinner and John Foley last season. As always, I should like to express my ongoing appreciation of all the members of the CDC who are prepared to give up their time and to provide their expertise should the need arise.  

Paul Shepherd – Chair SCCA Chess Disputes Committee

8 June 2016
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