U180 County Team Report for the 2015-16 Season
As I write this, Surrey are still in this year’s competition. Very well done to all involved-car drivers included! ((((
We started off by easing to victory in our single Home match over an oddly depleted Sussex team who defaulted their bottom 6 boards with a day’s notice! (((((( Match score 11.5 to 4.5. Why only a single Home match –well - as Kent had withdrawn from the event after the ties had been arranged! Apparently they could not find a willing Captain! 
Match 2 we were Away-up against a mighty Essex team-who had just beaten the 2014-15 National Champions Middlesex 10-6. We also duly went down after a hard fought match 10-6, although this could have been closer! 

Up against Middlesex Away - we needed a strong performance and we got it beating the reigning champions 9-7! An excellent result-particularly as one of our players never made it to the venue-so we started 1-0 down!

Essex had already somewhat surprisingly lost to Sussex;  thus we could win the SCCU Championship on game points depending on the outcome of the previously postponed match between Sussex and Middlesex. In the end Sussex (despite being at Home!) again defaulted many boards and went down heavily! Perhaps they felt they had to even things up game points wise!? ((( So - Essex ran out deserved victors of the SCCU stage ( with Surrey Runners-up (, and Middlesex third.

Moving on to the National stage Quarter-Final, Surrey travelled well to our match in Oxford against the Midlands Champions-Warwickshire. We anticipated a very tough struggle since Warwickshire had been National U180 Champions twice in the previous 5 years! However after some bruising encounters we took an early 4-0 lead and that gradually grew into a handsome 11.5 to 4.5 victory. 

This meant a face off in Semi-Final 1 against the Northern Champions, Lancashire. As they were also due to play our U140 team in that division’s Semi-Final, we agreed to a joint double header and to travel to Derbyshire for a sufficiently large venue.

The match started extraordinarily badly for us with an extreme miniature game loss! Soon followed by 3 more-so 4-0 down with 4 more bad positions after only 2hrs or so play! However, in the end it became clear that if we won 4 of the 5 boards still in play we would win the match on Board Count! The match currently is a matter of dispute involving Board 16. 
Essex beat Devon well in Semi-Final 2. So here’s to me being able to field a very strong Surrey side, and possibly then for Surrey to take our first ever National U180 title! 
Although we lost four players to just creeping through the grade barrier pre-season-our Squad has nevertheless been quite a large one. Continuity of most players has still been largely possible, which is always a great help for a Captain. So thanks for that guys! 25 players have so far taken part in our campaign! 
We have 7 players on a positive score for the season, and Tony Cullen has the fantastic score of 4/4! Other positive scorers in our team include myself (3.5/5), James Golding 1/5/2, Ian Heppell 2/3, Nick Grey 2.5/3 Richard Holmes 1/1, Phil Stimpson and Nick Faulks 2/5/4, with many other players on 50%). Hopefully our `positives’ will remain so, and will be chased all the way by our whole team in the Final-in which case our winning chances will be reasonably high. GO GO for it guys!
At the start of the season I had as part of my preparation ranked the SCCU squads, and sounded out extra Surrey players. Essex were the favourites based on the incredible strength in depth of their squad, followed on by the National Champions Middlesex, and not far behind ourselves Sussex and Kent. Throw into the mix strong teams in particular from the North, Midlands, and West of England and you can see we have done very well-let’s just hope and pray for a good day on July 2nd and that we therefore make another piece of Surrey Chess History! 
The team on top form on the day will win and it ought to be an epic encounter! Let’s go get revenge guys for Essex beating us earlier in the season! We are now warmed up and as they say `it’s one match at a time!’ 
Meanwhile congratulations and all the best to our u140   team on also making their National Final and for our U160 and Open teams for making it to the National Semi-Finals. ((((((((((((((((.

Regards to all and thanks for a good season guys and also to Peter Lawrence in arranging our Home venue(s), and to David Smith for organising the SCCU calendar and entries to the National stages.

Owen Phillips, Surrey County U180 Captain  
