U120 Report
Last season, I was thrilled to be asked to play for Surrey for the first time as part of the U120 team who played in the National Quarter Final match against Warwickshire. So, with this very limited experience of County Chess, I was extremely surprised to be asked to act as Captain for the U120 team for this season.

First Match v Middlesex

So with some trepidation, I made preparations for our first match which was at home. Having put a team together, I was disappointed to learn from their Captain, a few days before the match, that he had not got a team together. My failing was not contacting him early enough but Middlesex did agree to a change in the date originally set so I felt that they were definitely aware of it. After some negotiation a revised date of 27th February was agreed. Interestingly Middlesex appointed a new Captain. So this became our third match in the Union Stage. The re-scheduled match completed without any problem from my point of view but their acting Captain did ask me, shortly after the start of the match, whether all his players had arrived! 
Surrey won 8 – 4.
Second Match v Hertfordshire

This was away and is notable for the very late arrival of three of our players, all in the same car, who were delayed for a very understandable reason. However, they did arrive over an hour late meaning that Hertfordshire could have claimed three points by default. Sportingly, Peter Baker, their Captain and his players agreed to play the three games with Surrey’s clocks reflecting the delayed start to these games. I am very grateful to Peter and Hertfordshire for their sporting gesture.

Match drawn 6 – 6.

Third Match v Kent

According to one of my squad, Surrey has not beaten Kent for several years so I was expecting a bit of a mauling this time. One of the Kent players failed to appear giving us a one point start which quickly evaporated after the next four results came in – we were down 3 ½ to 1. However the next seven results were Surrey wins.
Surrey won 8 ½ - 3 ½.

Fourth Match v Essex

This match was away in Wanstead and, as with our other away match did prove a little tricky to get twelve players together. However, we did get a full team out. There is not too much else to say except we lost!

Surrey lost 5 ½ - 6 ½. 

Our results gave us a place in the National Stages with a bye through to the quarter final.

National Quarter Final v Nottinghamshire

Up to the evening before the match, I did have a full team plus a reserve. Unfortunately, two players dropped out in quick succession, one on the morning of the match. Again the reasons were perfectly understandable but it did mean that Surrey would have to default on the bottom board. The reserve who agreed to play at very short notice did get to the venue in Milton Keynes but over an hour late so we started with a 2 – 0 deficit. Our four draws and two wins were not enough to secure victory. Nottinghamshire are a strong side and have now made it through to the National Final. 

Surrey lost 4 - 8.

I am very grateful for the help in my year as Captain especially to:

· Peter Lawrence for arranging and booking the venue for our matches and rearranging the Middlesex match.
· Daniel Gliddon for his guidance and support to a new Captain who did not have much of a clue of how to go about running the team.

· Daniel again and Paul Braithwaite for their assistance in setting up the boards and equipment for our home games and their efforts in trying to show me how to set a digital clock.

· All twenty one of the players who played in one or more of the five matches that we played. Their support is very much appreciated especially their keeping in contact when delayed. 

· Barry Miles for looking after the match fees at our home games.
Steve Johnson – U120 Captain 

