SURREY OPEN TEAM - CAPTAIN’s REPORT for the 2012/13 Season 
As usual the SCCU Open Division was incredibly strong with team’s regularly averaging between 185 and 203 over 16 boards. 
We started the series with an Away fixture to Sussex. We were somewhat depleted and lost by 10-6 (that said we still had a slightly higher average grade than Sussex-so this was a bad result for us). However, we fought back in gritty fashion during our `Dunkirk moments’ ahead, beating Hertfordshire 13-3 (a flattering score line!) and Essex 11-5 (with Steve Berry drawing on Bd1 against a 247 player!), before going into the Kent match knowing that we probably had to win, with us likely to field a much weakened side in our 5th match of the series against the SCCU Open favourites Middlesex. 
Once again in Dartford, Kent duly went down to us after an epic struggle 7-9 (of particular note were fine wins by Steve Berry, Clive Frostick, Alan Punnett, and Paul Shepherd, and a very plucky draw on Board 2 by Russell Granat).       

Thus we had set up a decider against Middlesex. We always knew that we were unlikely to win and thereby complete a treble of Open SCCU Championships, since we were always going to be missing at least 6 of our top players for this match. Still we had already qualified for the National Finals stages. ((!!
The current National Champions, as expected put out a mighty team averaging almost 203 a board and indeed they had 4 reserves present on the day, of which the lowest graded was 179! We put out a team averaging 185, but with several under-graded players in it. The match was actually very closely fought with 8 games going into the last 20 mins of the 5th hour of play!  Our new faces Matthew Lunn and Akshaya Kalaiyalahan played very well and got two good draws (Akshaya unlucky not to win against her 192 opponent!), whilst there were many other good results from our largely out-graded players. Notably the draws from myself, Dan Staples, Paul Shepherd, and Zivile Sarakauskiene, and a fine win by Steve Jones against Richard McMichael. However, in the end Middlesex ran out clear winners by the very flattering margin of 11-5! (
There is little doubt that Middlesex will take a lot of dethroning as National Champions, although with our best team I would fancy our chances of it being possible! (   

The final positions of the Open Teams were Middlesex 1st with 5/5, Surrey 2nd with 3/5, Kent third with 3/5, Essex 4th with 2/5, Sussex 5th with 2/5 , and Hertfordshire 6th with 0/5.

We were due to play Suffolk in our National Quarter Final, but they withdraw and the draw was to use his words-`tweaked’ by the Tournament Controller, and we surprisingly found that in the revised draw we had both Yorkshire and Lancashire in our half, starting with an away fixture to Yorkshire.

This match was always going to be a tough one as Yorkshire were likely to average between 198 and 203. It was played at a neutral venue in Syston, a few miles North of Leicester. Come the day Yorkshire did indeed average 197 and Surrey averaged 194. 
The match was always likely to be a tense, close one, and indeed that it proved! For a long while it looked like we might need to win on Board Count. However, nearing the final moments Nigel Povah produced a surprise win, and Gordon rounded matters off in style to convert a 9.5 to 6.5 Surrey victory! (( Gavin Wall and Roger Emerson looked to have particularly good wins, and other wins came from Christopher Briscoe, Ian Sharpe, and Gordon Meyer, and many good draws. Once again Steve held well against a strong IM in Richard Palliser. 

Our Semi-Final is due on 8th June again in Syston, when we shall face Yorkshire’s arch rivals, Lancashire, who pulverised Somerset. Lancashire look likely to average between 200 and 198; maybe 221 across the top 4 Boards! ( (. Still Surrey have proven before that we can beat and indeed be the best-so we go up there with a 50-50 chance at least! ( ( Our hard Semi may help! (
Kent face Middlesex in the Other Semi-Final having both won easily against Warwickshire and Staffordshire respectively.

Owen Phillips
Surrey County Open Team Captain, 22nd May 2013.
