Annual Surrey Under 120 County Team Captain’s Report for the 2012/13 season

It was very enjoyable working with our enthusiastic and very pleasant squad of Under 120 players. I would also like to give special thanks to Mike Adams who stood in as Captain for me on several occasions when I was by necessity with the Open team elsewhere on some of the match days.

I am pleased I stood into the breach when this division was about to not have an SCCA team entered into the SCCU competition-since I firmly believe that all divisions should have an SCCA team entered, and even more importantly I feel that the Under 120 category is always likely to have a large group of keen and up and coming players who need their County Chess. Indeed some Club Members much prefer the slower (dare I say better) form of chess which County matches involve. 

The Surrey County Under 120 team played 6 tight matches with most going to the wire. We started brilliantly by defeating Essex (the 2012 National Champions!) 8-4 on their home turf! However our season turned somewhat when the snow period hit and we had to postpone a match and we were somewhat depleted for what had to be a hastily e-arranged encounter. In the end we lost a number of closely fought matches and finished with 1.5/6. In fact we looked likely to win 4 or get 4.5/6 in those matches and lost a number of exciting time control tussles. Thus the players acquitted themselves very well.

I shan’t say any more about our Sixth match of the series-other than most of our players who played in that match feel that the Board Order of the Kent team was most peculiar. And inevitably I did make a complaint to the Tournament Controller about the Kent Board Order, and the way in which insufficient info about their players’ grades was provided before the match began. And indeed the SCCA Board felt strongly enough about the issue to make an Appeal to the SCCU when our complaint was unsuccessful. As I write this the SCCA have yet to see any SCCU Decision as to why that Appeal failed! I understand that the SCCA AGM will amongst other things consider what SCCU County rule changes are required. 

On a much happier note I am pleased to report that during the season I used 26 players in the 12 player/match team. This bodes well for future years in this 120 category and shows that we have a broad squad of players to choose from. Admittedly some of the players were exciting Junior talents, who will be moving up no doubt to play in the higher divisions of SCCU County Chess in the coming seasons. This is also true of a number of the more experienced players who played for us this year, and who are putting in a lot of work to improve their games. Thanks again to Daniel Gliddon for rushing along to stand in as a reserve in our Home match against Hertfordshire, when one of players didn’t turn up. Very sporting and good of Daniel as he was considerably down on his clock by the time he could arrive. I must say that I was very dismayed by the subsequent query made by the opposing Captain after that match about the Board Daniel had played on! Subsequent extra work relating to this matter and the Kent dispute meant that the demands of this post in conjunction with my other one as Surrey County Open Team Captain became extremely onerous, and hence my decision to stand down from the Under 120 Captaincy.
To finish on a bright note-I cannot mention all the players, but those who did particularly well or finished with a 50/50 score were:

The Top scorers Robin Lee 4.5/5, and Baha Eksioglu 4/5, 

Robert Davies 3/4, and Alex Golding 1.5/2 All of these 4 players finished the SCCU series with a highly positive RP. 

Michael Foss 2/3

Ben Widdicombe 2/3 

Hajane Anbukumar 1/1

Lauren Weaver 2.5/5

Frank Roberts 1/2

Dylan Cartier 1/2

Ryan Eaw 1/2

Others who played 4 or more times and were unlucky not to score better were:

Mike Adams 1/5 

David Howes 1/4, and

Tom Corbett 1/4.

Thanks again for the opportunity to Captain this year’s Under 120 Surrey County Team, and thanks again to all those who played for us during the 2012/13 season. 

Owen Phillips.

